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PROMOTING CULTURE IN EARLY AGE THROUGH COMIC,
DIGITAL STORY TELLING AND VIDEOQ ANIMATION

'Suciana Wijirahavu. "Hendro Priyatmoko, *Yuni Hfayati
83 Universitas Muhammadivah Prof. DR, HAMEA
sucianawijirahavui@uhamko ac.id

Abstract
FPromoting Culture in early age through interaction and collaboranion are essential
in learning English. Collaboration among the students allows them to be mare
active in communicating. One medium for onlime inferaction s video animaion.
The purpose of implementing animation in this sty i to make beerventions to
encourage student interaction and cultwral awareness, These media also help
feachers deltver feaching marerials online with technology. We conduct acrion
research to find the proper wse of an animation movie for the stdenis. Five
tegohers were involved in conducting action research in their classes, three of them
were in primary sefiool, and two were in Junior High Schools. Video animations
abonut Covid-19 that fram an e-book "Afy Hera is You" introduced by three teachers
developed new cultural awareness of the fearners abowt the surrounding viris. A
culture of using masks, working online from home, and vaccination are paris of ir.
Applicarion of comics maker foak part in helping sidents express ideas aboul the
situarion. f included indigenous cuffural acts and awareness about the differences
berween cultures they learned from English movies. Digital storytelling (D51 in
Englizh created by the students in this smdy reflecred the memaories of valuable
ciltural  moments  they  fearmed  during  fipy away  from  school

Kepwords: culiure! awareness. video animation, comics, DNgital storaelling,
English for vourg learmer
Introduction

In the digital era, the digital awarencss of teachers will be beneficial to
access advanced digital tools in classroom practices. As a digital immigrant,
sometimes it is difficolt for teachers o update with the Iatmtappllmhm Yei, many
programs with moderate complexity foster teachers in creatimg fun learning. In ﬂ'I.I.E
study, five English teachers challenged themselves in an action research projec
promoting - cultural awareness with wvideo amimation, comics, and dig:iral
storytelling. Three teachers developed cultural hiteracy using a series of video
amimations releted to Covid-19. One teacher imnterested in using online comic maker
application to improve his student cultural awareness in writing at primary school.
The other one created a fun atmosphere ina writing ¢lass by assigning digital story
telling project promoting cultural awarencss topic as an allemative. The students
reacied positively toward the

Most students cited the application’s fun factor gs one of their favourie
fieatures. The lessons the children took away from the digital wale movee about
Covid-19 in terms of values were encouraging. The students frequently mentioned
that the application was entertaining. It was about what the lads leamed about
Covid-19 principles from the digital narranve video. The students frequently

E _————————_



Teacher 2 (T2)

She provided other videos from the "My Hero s You™ book to the students
via WhatsApp. The pupils expressed their comprehension of the circumstance
surrounding the home stady. The results showed a level of literacy regarding the
function of the famuly in Covid-19 (Wijirahayu, 2027)

The students’ comments related to the video apimation

A character in the novel named Sara envisioned a superhero who could fly
could fight and proteet from Cowid-1%. There were monoloygs and dialogues in the
animated video.

Figure |: Stdent’s response at WhatsApp  (source: Wijirehayu, 2022)

"1 think by fighting Covid-19 and becoming a hero. We can only help by remaining
at home. avoiding social situations, praying. and supporting the medical
community. | wish all children around the world health and safety. A mother who
15 a scientist may be the Hero of the story. but it tums out that a child can fight
Covid-19 by keeping us all safe and bécoming a hero to a mother. ™

The worldwide pandemic fostered teachers, parents. and students to
collaborate to create conducive fun online learning. The video animation was to
share new cultural awarencss of the term *Hero” n that situation. Writing plays,
poems, and other forms of fiction are examples of creative writing {Sparo, 2004).
Writing exercises in this stybe arc practical and beneficial. One example of this is
swapping ideas when composing a poem. Writing involves editing. revising, and
getting feedback from friends.

As one form of creative writing, writing stornies IE-IZ]I.FII-I:E the use of many
l.mgu.ugm ncluding descnbing locations and characters, creating dialogue using
VAroUs volces, CAUSING events 1o ocour, :Iluzin'atmgﬂm causes and effects of cvents
like discussing and arguing, and even incorporating passages from letters or diaries
{Harmer, 2007).




Teacher 2 (T2)

She provided other videos from the "My Hero Is You" book to the students
vie WhatsApp. The pupils expressed their comprehension of the circumstance
surrounding the home study. The results showed a level of literacy regarding the
function of the family in Covid-19 (Wijirahayu, 2022)

The students’ comments related to the video animation

A character in the novel named Sara envisioned a superhero who could fly
could fight and protect from Covid-19. There were monologs and dialogues in the
animated video.

Figure 1: Student’s response at WhatsApp  {(source: Wijirehayu, 2022)

"1 think by fighting Covid-19 and becoming a hero. We can only help by remaining
at home, avoiding social siuations, praying, and supposting the medical
community. | wish all children around the world health and safety. A mother who
15 & sclentist may be the Hero of the story, but it tums out that a chifd can fight
Covid-19 by keeping us all safe and becoming a hero to a mother. ©

The worldwide pandemic fostered teachers, parents, and smudents to
collaborate to create conducive fun online leaming. The video animation was to
share new cultural swareness of the term “Hero™ in that situation. Writing plays,
poems, and other forms of fiction are examples of creative writing (Spiro, 2004).
Writing exercises in this style are practical and beneficial. One example of this is
swapping ideas when composing a poem: Writing involves editing, revising. and
getting feedback from friends.

As ong form of creative winiting, writing stories requines the use of many
languages, ncluding describing locations and characters, creating dialogue nsing
VAFIOUS YoICes, causing evenis to occur. illusirating the couses and effects of events
like discussing and arguing, and even incorporating passages from letters or diaries
{Harmer, 2007).




Teacher 2 (12)

She provided other videos from the "My Hero Is You" book to the students
via WhatsApp. The pupils expressed their comprehension of the circumstance
surrounding the homie study. The results showed a level of literacy Ilr:ga:dmg the
function of the family in Covid-19 (Wijirahayu, 2022)

The students’ comments refated to the video animation

A character in the novel named Sara envisioned a superhero who could fly
could fight and protect from Covid-19. There were monologs and dialogues in the
animated video.

Figure |- Student’s response at WhatsApp  (sounce: Wijirahayu, 2022)

“1 think by fighting Covid-19 and beconuing a hero. We can only hefp by remaining
at home, svoiding social situations, praying, and supporting the medical
community. | wish all children around the world health and safety. A mother who
15 a scientist may be the Hero of the story. bat it tums out that a child can fight
Covid-19 by keeping us all safe and becoming a hero to a mother. *

The worldwide pandemic fostered teachers, parents. and students to
collaborate to create conducive fun online learmng. The video animation was o
share new cultural swareness of the term *Hero™ in that siteation. Writing plays.
poems, and other forms of fiction are examples of creative wrnting {Spiro, 2004).
Writing exerciscs in this styke are practical and beneficial. One example of this is
swapping idcas when composing a pocm. Writing imvelves editing. revising, and
getting feedback froam friends.

As one form of creative writing; wriling stones requires the use of many
languages, including descnbing locations and characters, creating dialogue using
VArnous yoices, causing cvenis to occur, illustrating the causes and effects of events
like discussing and arguing, and cven incorporating passages from letters or diaries
(Harmer, 2007}
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Teacher 3 (T3)

T3 teaches at a private school's secondary division. Regarding the videos for
"My Hero is You,™ she questioned her students.
Assatammualaikum, save NR dari 82 ingin menjawah pertanyaan fentang cerita “my
hero iz you, "

1. Dy vou like this video? Yes, Ido like this video, that is such a good videa.
What iz the maral of the story? You can keep those you love safe by washirg your
hands, stoving home, and social distancing. And just becausze you can't see the
people vou loved, it doesn 't mean vou stop loving them.

- X Do vou understand the message of the viden? Yes. ! da undersiand the
message of the video. ~We must protecr evervbody to tell how to protect vourself
[fram danger and your family vour friends from coronavirus. ™

Researcher and teacher interest in @ genre-based approach has mereased
recently. This method provided chances to leam sbout the vanous functions of
written communication and how information is in wntten language (Champel,
1998}, It differs from a wnting process approach. The responses from the T3 pupils
showed the new cultural knowledge of Covid-19 protection for onesell and others.

A succession of planning, information gathenng, drafting. revising, and
editing tasks accomplishes the steps. By modefling the text. activities alow for Low-
level self-expression while forusing on the content to control guided activities for
language practice and concentration in teaching writing to voung leamners { Richard
& Renandya, 2002). The pnmary school children, in this case, could understand
Covid-19 as a deadly virus and the necessity of establishing new habits and a culture
of healthy living after watching the video animation.

Teacher 4 (T4)

T4 did action rescarch in an elementary school in Bekasi, West Java. He
thought 1t was helpful for pupils to create a wnting style and enjoy, such as digital
comics. while offering advice and support

His students could express thoughts and use a variety of words in wnting. We
can impart writing lessons in methods that fascinate students. According to the
study, using a computer program to create onfine comics can help kids wnite more
creatively. especially for telling stories. There were two ratters present. In cyele 3
{the lasm cycle), the namative wnnng tlest, 76.3% of pupils achieved the
predetermmed success score {75 or above). The average writing grade for students
is 75.2. the lowest score is 35, and the best 1s %,

Six students were interviewed using a8 purposeful random sample strategy.
The top three, middle, and worst three sconing are represented by the six chosen
pupils. The replics from the students are all in favour of using online reason-maker
programs to educate ereative writing. The application’s enjoyable features are the
most frequent justification.

The enjoyment comes from these two components m two additional questions
abowt features and visuals, The students’ perspectives about comic makers in
English wniting sessions also invelved this favourable response. The mterview




reveals that a student who dislikes English classes enjoys creafing comics using an

cnline tool for comic book creation.
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Figure 2: Student’s comic

We relate findings from this action research to the student’s assignments and
writing assignments. First, pupils hadawn:ll',r of l.-apmﬁ to choose from for their
comics. The student’s conue dealt with activities tike going to the movies, shopping.
mectng friends or playing m an arcade. The I'nllnm:ag subjects, however, included
accounts of goimg to the doctor, throwing a surprise party, getting into trouble,
going camping. and taking a tnp.

Although there were articles about visiting the mall m the previous research
eyele, their number was lower. They included details i their wniting; such as having
an accident, running from a vicious dog. staying in a hotel, and mentioning my
father and me. Two students created a horror comic that sdapted the well-known
character "Valak" from the film “Conjuring 2" and gave him new circumstances.
They drew the pupils to the Western culture in the movie. They were successful in
producing comics. They adapted the movie character mio their comic book
storylines.

Teacher 5 ({T5)

T35 is an instructor at a private high school m Depok, West Java. The teaching-
learning process must have a plan. carmried out, and evaluated by teachers besides
the actual teaching in the classroom. Becanse of this, teachers must determine the
issues and requirements of their students as the comerstone of the educational

The student’s wnting skills and their knowledge of wntmg did not yet help
them write well. Most students thought writing was difficult. and because it
required them to think a lot to transfer and develop their thoughts and ideas onto a
paper, it occasionally left them feeling exhausted and impatient. Even though we
gave them some ideas, they did not know what or how to write. When asked to
defiver a tale in writing, children frequently feel fnghtencd and hesitant 1o speak
thetr minds.
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Second, most students thought the writing exercise was not fun and inspinng.
Sometimes. teachers only focus on grammatical rules mather than exposing and
helping students practice writing through vanous tasks.

Umece given a topic, the students were required to wnite texts on paper and
submit them for scoring without editing or constructive eriticism. The student could
repeat this exercise during the wnting session, so they discovered a pattern of
writing activity as a result, and when requested to write on a piece of paper, they
showed resistance.

We must develop a creative writing exercise to aid pupils. Students like
writing and speaking in ways that fit with their era—the digital era—by putting
their thoughts and understanding of syntax and vocabulary into wnitten and spoken
form. To improve their wrting skills and boost their participation in writing
activities, she conducted the Digital Storvtelling (DST) initiative. To construct a
digital tale. Sawiji (2016) offered some helpfisl advice, including choosing a topic,
choosing images, music, or video as digital resources. creating a storvboard,
mmporting the file. and shanng publicly. Reading and wrinng could help students
bunld their values { Wigirahavu & Armaati, 20209,

Develop a storvboard and collect digital resources.

The students wrote 2 script before creating a storyboard. This storyboard
compnses slides, pictures, supporting text. and background mustc. The students
drew a small note in the image columns detailing the images they would discover
on the website or in their photo collection. They attempied to rewnite the script so
that it would fit the image in the text column next to it. They ulimately decided on
the music they would use as the foreground of their digital story. Smeda and
Widodo (200 6) argued that fun leaming fosters a welcoming learning environment.
Motivation elevated students' achievement [Wijimhayvu & Sotiwan, 2023

THp té Kampung Nags
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We assigned the students o rewrite the concepts on the storyboard. It was
after drafting the entire story in the previous meeting. The stedents created DST
about Kampung Naga (Figure 3) after they visited that village on & school trip. The




theme and topic chosen by the student comtained the cultural mmipression they
acquired expressed in their digital story.

The idea was not in paragraphs anymore and separated each event in detail.
After the lesson, the teacher nstructed the students to scarch for the image, just as
they had done at home with the storyboard. The images in the story could be from
the internet or their private collection. They boost the motivation of leamers and
lower anciety. Wniting performance improves when anxiety levels are decreased
{Wijirahayu & Kamilah, 2021},

Conclusions

This study found that DST and online comec-makmg tools improved pupls’
creative writing abilities and coltural awareness related to the themes and topics
promoted in the classes. Video amimations of Covid-1% were still relevant and
refated to the situation post-pandemic. It was beneficial for the students to be more
entical of the surrounding. During and after the Lebaran Holidays, interaction

travellers was massive. Therefore, awareness of a healthy atmosphere is a
requirement for high achievement. The online comic maker tool appears to help
with the narrative writing elements required to write a successful story. Later, when
the students created namative essays and digital stories, they applied these abihiees.
As the students finish the comic and digital storvielling, we can see their enthusiasm
for writing. The cultural awarencss about the language they are leaming and the
Indonesian indigenous culture was there in their writing projects. The majority of
pupils claimed to enjoy the application because it is entertaming. The video
animations they produced reflected the students” mcreasing cultural awareness. The
remarks on the video animation model and the subject of their essays reflected this.
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